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-ÅÅÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ Ȱ(-3 4ÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇiesó:  January 25, 2010 the President and the 

Executive Director, DVCH, arranged a meeting with Mr. Harry Siegel, President/CEO 
of HMS Technologies, Martinsburg, West Virginia.  This was a partnership meeting to 
discuss various ways that our organizations can assist with the needs and the 
equitable management of programs that will enhance the veteranõs life.  Issues from 
the funding  of a Construction Revolving Fund and assist with groups of veterans 
organizations that are all working for the same goal, the veteran.  HMS Technologies 
has been awarded and recognized as the òDepartment of Defenseõs 1st Service Disabled 
Veteran Owned Sma ll Business (SDVOSB) of the Year given to Mr. Siegel and HMS 
Technologies.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                     President, DVCH with Mr. Harry Siegel (right) who employs veterans of all categories  
 

Most if not all of the employees of HMS Technologies are made up  of veterans like Mr. 
Siegel himself, here are just some of the veterans that I was able to meet while I was 



visiting Mr. Siegel this day, their names and service organization that they were 
affiliated with: (left to right)   

Chris Geary, Army * Paul Andrews, Coast Guard * James Magnanelli, Jr., Army 
Chris Rush, Army * Matthew Schultz, Army * Michael Miller, Marine Corps  

Brandon Turner, Army  * President/CEO Harry Siegel, Navy and the President of the DVCH, 
Army. 

 

FEBRUARY 2010  

 

FEBRUARY 23, 2010:  The Commi ttee staff listed below traveled to 
Washington DC to meet with Senator Mark R. Warner and members of his Staff 
from Housing & Veterans Affairs to introduce our Committee and bring issues 

that needed to be addressed to the Senator, below are the òAfter Action Reportó 
of our trip;  

 

 

Meeting with Senator Mark R. Warnerõs Staff  

459A Russell Senate Building 

Washington DC 25010 

 
WASHIN GTON DC  (February 23, 2010) The Disabled Veterans Committee on 
Housing presented an overview of the functions, mission and activ ities of the 

Committee to members of the Senatorõs Staff ð Michelle Maiwurm , Senior 
Legislative Correspondent  and Manica Noziglia , Legislative Correspondent and 
issues that affect veterans each and every day.  Senator Warner was called into 

session that mo rning and was unable to attend our visit.  
 
 The following members of the Committee were in attendance at the meeting:  

 
 

John S. Lewandowski, President/CEO  
Dr. Richard (Dick) Seely Sr., Executive Director  

Daphne R. Mize, Director Veterans Outreach  

 Daniel S . Kern, Financial Management Advisor  
 

The issue that was discussed with Committee staff that should be brought to 
Senator Warnerõs attention was:  there are more and more veterans in need of 
assistance, in areas of fair employment, housing and health care.  

 



Specifically, among other items discussed were as following:  
 

Creation of a Revolving Construction Fund  
Changes needed to be made by Congress to HUD policies and grant programs  

Homeless Veterans and Housing proposals  
Invitation for the Senator to atten d meet & greet meetings with our veterans  

Special Adapted Housing (SAH) versus Non -SAH statistics  

HUD -VASH Vouchers and their need  
 

Agenda Item #1 : Daphne Mize presented an overview of the present 

circumstances of the veterans in need of employment, train ing and housing 
particularly homeless veterans living in the Northern Shenandoah Valley 

region.  Ms. Mize was advised that the Senatorõs office would work with her and 
the Virginia Employment Commission to assist in obtaining answers that she 
desired  for t he HUD -VASH Vouchers for the Shenandoah Valley Region.  

 
Agenda Item #2 : John Lewandowski explained why HUD policies with regard 

to the HOME program are biased against disabled veterans in two respects: Not 
allowing disabled veterans to reduce their income because of medical, 
caretaker and other unique expenses they have makes it virtually impossible 

for veterans like John Spencer to qualify for HUD down payment and closing 
cost grants.  More specifically, when a disabled veteran receives VA 
compensation for  their service connected injury/illness and receive Social 

Security - the total of the revenue streams amount to more than the permitted 
income level under the HUD grant guidelines. In the end, disabled veterans are 

prevented from receiving down payment an d closing costs grants causing very 
worthy disabled veteran housing projects never to be completed.  John also 
explain by the HUD òreconstructionó provision in no way helps a disabled 

veteran build a new home on a site different than where his or her prese ntly 
lives.   
 

Daniel S. Kern, Financial Management Advisor, DVCH made the following 
comments to the staff members, and I quote:  òAt the meeting with Senator 

Warner's staff, we stressed the importance of the HUD Median income waiver 
when it pertains to d own payment 
grants that disabled veterans could 

be eligible for. Although the VA home 
loan does allow a veteran to finance 

100% of the sales price of a home, it 
does not help the veteran if home 
prices in his/her particular area are 

higher than what they c an afford. The 
ability to get a waiver on the median 
income restrictions (assuming that 

the veteran is slightly over the income 
limits) and tap into a HUD grant 



would make a huge difference for our veterans who are seeking a better quality 
of lifeó. 

 
 

Agen da Item #3 : Our President asked and the Senatorõs staff indicated that 
Mark Warner will make himself available to come to the Northern Shenandoah 
Region for òMeet and Greetsó with our veterans so he can find out firsthand 

what the veterans specific situati ons are, and to discuss ways he can help.  
 
Agenda Item #4 : The Committee ask the Senatorõs help in obtaining earmark 

funding to assist with constructing transitional and permanent housing for 
homeless veterans.  With this funding there would be no need to  seek down 

payment and closing cost assistance.  The Committee asked help in obtaining a 
second earmark so a òRevolving Construction Fundó for disabled veterans 
could be created.  

 
SUMMATION OF OUR VISIT  

 
The Senatorõs staff listened to our concerns and requests and 
agreed/committed to the following:  

 
 

¶ That Senator Warnerõs scheduler will provide us with the times the 

Senator Warner would be able to appear in our region so we could setup 
a òMeet and Greetó for him with our veterans.  

 

¶ The Committee can and sh ould submit an earmark to Senator Warner 

before the deadline of March 2 nd .   
 

¶ That Senator Warner office would address our concerns with Department 
of Housing & Urban Development (HUD) concerning the unfairness of the 

present down payment and closing cost provisions of the law.  
 

¶ The Senatorõs staff agreed to would provide a contact in HUD to Ms. Mize 

to answer any and all question on how we can get more vouchers in the 
Northern Shenandoah Region.  

 

¶ The staff members also stated that Ms. Mizeõs report on the present 

circumstances on veteran employment and homeless situation in the 
Northern Shenandoah region would be reviewed and they would make 

recommendations on their findings to our Committee.  
 

¶ The Senatorõs staff asks us the Committee to provide the Senator a 

comparison of the percentage of 100% disabled veterans who qualify for 



grants under the Specially Adapted Housing grant program and those 
who do not but are 100% by the Veterans Administration Rating Board.  
 

¶ They also stated that they would like us to contact them at any time 
when there are issues we feel Senator can assist with.  

¶ The Senatorõs staff also asked that we enlighten them on the current rate 

of our veteransõ funding and what we recommend the COLA increase to 
be in the coming years.  

 
The Disab led Veterans Committee on Housingõs visit with the Senatorõs 
Warnerõs Staff was extremely productive and rewarding.  I feel his staff now has 

a greater understanding of the work of our Committee and the needs we have 
which the Senator and his staff can hel p us with.  
 

 
MARCH 2010  

 
 

South Hill, Virginia (March 20, 2010):   The Disabled Veter ans Committee on 

Housing organized a òGroundbreaking Ceremonyó to celebrate the beginning of 
construction of the new accessible home for former U.S. Army Sergeant Major 
(SGM) Andrew Shepherd of South Hill, Virginia .  The 11:00 am ceremony took 

place at the site of the new home which will be located at 657 Red Level Lane, 
South Hill, Virginia 23970.  SGM Shepherd, a highly decorated soldier who  

served three (3) tours with d istinction in the Vietnam War, is now a 100% 
disabled veteran.  SGM Shepherd is looking forward very much to moving into 
his new Special ly Adapted Home that has been designed to meet his medical 

needs.  
  

The following dignitaries were in attendance to con gratulate and extended best 
wishes to SGM Andrew & Mrs. Shepherd:  
 

State Senator Frank Ruff for Governor Bob McDonnell  

State Delegate Tommy Wright  
Ms Verna J. (Tina) Graham, Senator Jim Webbõs Danville, VA Office 

Mr. Joe Topham, Congressman Perrielloõs Farmville, VA Office  
Veteran of Foreign Wars Post 7166, South Hill, VA  

American Legion Post 79, South Hill, VA  

Mr. Edward Pennington, Lunenburg County, Board of Supervisors  
 

It was a beautiful day and the people came to honor our veteran by showing 

their supp ort.  SGM Shepherd and his wife, Willa, were overcome and said:   
òThis will be a day that we will always remember; words alone cannot be 

said on how we feeló.  I informed SGM Shepherd that it was just a small way 



of saying thank you for what he had done f or our country.  We are hoping to 
start the construction phase in April as soon as all the permits and paperwork 

are complete and permits are issued.  
 

The following organizations from the South Hill area are recognized and 

thanked for their donations for the groundbreaking:   

 
Wal -Mart Superstore, South Hill, VA  

Gavinõs Flowers & Gifts Shop, South Hill, VA 
Bojangleõs Famous Chicken, South Hill, VA 

Kentucky Fried Chicken, South Hill, VA  
Food Lion Store, E Atlantic Street, South Hill, VA  

Food Lion Store, W. Atlantic Street, South Hill, VA  

Dominoõs Pizza, South Hill, VA 
 

A special òThank Youó goes out the 
members of th e South Hill LaCrosse 
VFW Post  7166  and the American 

Legion Post 79, South Hill , VA 

23970 -2609.   The Color Guard and 

Honor Guard for any vetera n affair is 

a total sign of respect for that veteran.   
The only true way that a veteran 

knows that he or she is truly home is 
when respect is shown to them by 
fellow veterans who served before, 

during or after them.  So, I say to 
Sergeant Major Shepherd òWelcome 
Homeó. 

 
 

 



APRIL 2010  

HENRICO, VIRGINIA (April 14, 2010):    On this day Daniel S. Kern and Daphne 

R. Mize attended a conference aimed at bring ing awareness of particular issues 
affecting our military and veterans .  The òCreating Partnerships and Enha ncing 

Accessible Housing Opportunities for our Military Men and Women!ó conference 
covered the following:  
 

¶ Patricia OõBannon, Tuckahoe Delegate  spoke about Henrico County 
and the benefits that it provide s to active duty military as well as senior 
citizens.    

¶ Steven Combs , Virginia Dept of Veteran Services announced that Vince 
Burgess was retiring that day after 35 years of service and would be 
replaced by Paul Galanti.  

¶ Bryan Greene , Deputy Assistant Secretary, Office of Fair Housing & 
Equal Opportunity wit h HUD gave  attendees an update on some of the 
Fair Housing discrimination cases that HUD is currently investigating.   

¶ Martha Mead , VA Dept of Veteran Services spoke about the New 
Wounded Warriors program .  She mentioned that the HUD VASH 
program provides housing vouchers for homeless veterans  but that n ot 
many vouchers left in Virginia, unfortunately.   

¶ Anne Davis , Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD) made 
a presentation on the Service Members Civil Relief Act  which was very 
informative! There w ere a number of topics that  Anne covered that I 
didnõt know about dealing with f inancial matters as they pertain to active 
duty military . 

¶ Rick Corbett , Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) spoke on our favorite 
subject ð housing grants  for disabled veterans . He expressed his 
appreciation to John Lewandowski and the Disabled Veterans Committee 
on Housing for the work that they are doing for veterans with disabilities.   

¶ Cindi Moyer , Langley Air Force Base ended the presentations with 
comments about predatory lending practices that military personnel fall 
prey to .  She stressed that f inancial literacy must be taught to more folks 
in high school so that they donõt make the same mistakes that many 
before them have  made ! 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 

Mr. Rick Corbett, NSO, 

PVA ð   Roanoke, 

Virginia and                                    
Ms Daphne R. Mize, 

Virginia Employment   

Commission/Director, 

Veterans Outreach 

Progra m 
 

 
 



 

WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA (April 16, 2010) :  This afternoon the President of 
Access Independence held a ceremony in the AI conference room with members 
of the community .  The occasion was the  presentation of the òBARRIER 

BREAKERS AWARDSó given to  individuals, organization, business etc, which  

have distinguished themselves in breaking barriers for persons with 

disabili ties.  On April 16 President/CEO of the Disabled Veterans Committee 
on Housing, John Lewandowski, and Ms. Daphne R. Mize, Virginia 
Employment Commissionõs Veterans Outreach Coordinator and also the 

DVCHõs Director, Veterans Outreach were given this prestigious award.  In 
attendance to read the Award Proclamation was the Mayor of Winchester, 
Elizabeth Minor.  Other at the meeting included: WINC -FM Radio Host, Barry 

Lee, Mr. Erwin, Developer as well as many of the clients that Access 
Independence helps each a nd every day.  

 
 
    Ms Mize, Mr. Donald Price, President, Access Independence           John S. Lewandowski, Mr. Price and Mayor Elizabeth Minor 
                              Mayor Elizabeth Minor 

 

 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA (April 23, 2010):   On Friday, April 23 , 2010 the 
Hepatitis Foundation International hosted the official launch of its new 

Partners in Liver Wellness  initiative in Atlanta, GA.  Over 30 corporate and 
community leaders from Atlanta and the surrounding areas were in attendance 

to learn about this  new program.  The mission of Partners in Liver Wellness  is 
to promote liver wellness, healthy lifestyles and reduce the incidence of 

preventable diseases that affect the liverõs health including obesity, diabetes, 
fatty liver, hepatitis, HIV and substance  abuse.   This is a national initiative to 
help employers promote health to their employees and to train healthcare 

providers, educators, corporate and community leaders and governm ent  
officials to help fill the enormous knowledge gap in liver health educa tion, to 
save lives and reduce healthcare costs by empowering everyone to understand 

the importance of the liver in maintaining healthier, more productive lives.   
 



 
Former NFL Coach Dan Reeves, co -chair of 

this initiative, shared his thoughts on why 
unde rstanding the importance of the liver 

was important to his players:   

òListening to a presentation on the 
importance of the liver had the greatest 
impact on my teams motivating them to take 
care of themselves and avoid the pitfalls of 
participating in live r damaging behaviors. We 
need to reach out to our community leaders to 
help our children, families and employees  
take responsibility for their own 
healthcare  and adopt healthier lifestylesó 

Former NFL Coach ð Dan Reeves and CEO Thelma Thiel  

Over the next s everal months, HFI  will be conducting a series of 
stakeholders meetings to bring these importance awareness messages to 
communities across the nation.  If you would like to learn more about how 

your company or organization can get involved, call Thelma Kin g Thiel at  
1-800 -891 -0707.  

 

 

MAY 2010  

 

PETERSBURG, VIRGINIA (May 21, 2010)   The event on Friday marked the 
2nd  quarterly òFeed a Strangeró event at the McNair-Trueheart VFW Post 622 in 

Petersburg, VA. Commander George Friday led the event and Rosa Hopkins 
was the Mistress of Ceremonies.  A delicious lunch was served by the wives of 
the Commander and the comrades .  

 

There were 6 speakers and a raffle of door prizes. The 
speakers for the event were:  

 

Daniel S. Kern, Financial Management Advisor, was 
the òlead offó speaker and commented about the DVCH 
and what we are trying to do for disabled veterans in 

Virginia.  



Suzy Lias , Mutual Insurance of Omaha , spoke about Long Term Care.   

Attorney Franklin Hall spoke about the òAid & Attendanceó VA benefit.  

Bill Hum phr eys of Crater Community Hospice  made remarks on hospice 

services available to veterans in the area.  

Dr. Richard (Dick) L. Seely, President R. L. Seely Homes, LLC  talked about 
the firmõs assistance to disabled veterans who want and need to obtain 
accessi ble housing.  

Dr . Robert Buncer , Hunter Holmes  McGuire VA Medical Center.  Richmond, 
VA spoke about VA mental health programs.  

The event was well attended and was a great wa y of sharing information within 
the veteran population in Virginia. The next event w ill be held in August.  

 

 

WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA (May 27, 2010)  The Disabled Veter ans Committee 
on Housing held its 1 st Annual Northern Shenandoah Community event to 
honor and to thank our men and women in uniform.  The event goal is to bring 

awareness to all  of the challenges men and women in uniform face each and 
every day to protect our neighborhoods and our community. The event was 

held at Shenandoah Universityõs School of Pharmacy, Winchester, Virginia.  
There were many dignitaries on hand to òMeet & Greetó and great 
entertainment.  

Dignitaries included: the Mayorõs from Winchester, Berryville, Front Royal, 
Stephen City, Middletown and also our local Police, Fire and Rescue Chiefs. We 

ask that you think about the sacrifices of our police, fire fighters, res cue 
personnel and all others in uniform.  They certainly deserve our highest 
respect  and gratitude  for ensuring our safety.  Mayor Elizabeth Minor 

officially proclaimed this day as òRemembering & Recognizing our Men and 
Women in Uniform  Dayó. 

Much of the s uccess of the event is due to our presenters and we want to thank 

them so much for their involvement in the program:  Keynote Speakers, James 
A. Thur , Northern Virginia Wounded Warriorõs Program and Christopher M. 
Price,  Executive Director, Northern Shenan doah Valley Regional Commission 

and our Special Guests, Chinah Helmandollar,  Miss Virginia 2009 and 
Shannon Beam  our very own Miss Apple Blossom 2010, and Ms Sherry Allen , 
Valley Health Wellness Services , whose father was a Prisioner of War in World 

War II .  We also want to thank Brianna and Tyler Hudnall  of the Life in the 
Word Church of Jesus Christ, Inc., Day C are for their outstanding tribute to 

our men and women in uniform, and to United States Marine Corps 



Recruiters , Mr. Jeffrey Hartman , Handley High  School, and Mr. DeRian 
Mize , Front Royal, Virginia.  

As in all great community events there are companies whose contribution made 
the event the success it was.  Our sincere thanks go out to each and every one 

of the following for their donations;  

 

Wal-Mart  Superstore #3344, Winchester, Virginia 22603; Wal -Mart Superstore #1406, 

Winchester, Virginia 22601; Target Store #T -1234, Legge Blvd, Winchester, Virginia 22601  

Flowers by Snelling, Winchester, Virginia; Smaltõs Flowers, Winchester, Virginia; 

Winchester Floral Shop, Winchester, Virginia; Martinõs Food Stores, Rivendell Court, 

Winchester, Virginia; Martinõs Food Store, Pleasant Valley Rd., Winchester, Virginia; 

Stroehmann Bread Company, Winchester, Virginia; Olive Garden Restaurant, 

Winchester, Virginia; R ed Lobster, Winchester, Virginia; Perkins Restaurant, Winchester, 

Virginia; Popeyeõs Chicken, Winchester, Virginia; Cracker Barrel, Old Country Store, 

Winchester, Virginia; Chinatown Kitchen Restaurant, Winchester, Virginia;  

Applebeeõs Restaurant, Winchester, Virginia; Shoneyõs Restaurant, Winchester, Virginia; 

Violino Restorante, Winchester Virginia; Venice Italian Restaurant, Winchester, Virginia; 

Golden Corral, Winchester, Virginia; Panera Bread, Winchester, Virginia; Heavenly 

Hams, Winchester, Virginia ; Pizza Hut, Winchester, Virginia; Papa Johnõs Pizza, 

Winchester, Virginia; Anthonyõs Pizza, Valley Ave, Winchester, Virginia; Dominoõs Pizza, 

Wilson Boulevard, Winchester, VA; Coca Cola Beverage, Hagerstown, MD; B.J. Sagers, 

Inc., Winchester, Virginia; He rshey Ice Cream, Winchester, Virginia; Garberõs Ice 

Cream, Winchester, Virginia; Da Daõs Ice Cream, Winchester, Virginia. 
 

As with all great events we had to have sponsors.  I want to especially thank 
the following for all their help in making this event s o successful:  
 

 
Grand Home Furnishing, Winchester, Virginia  

R. L. Seely Homes, LLC, Woodford, Virginia  

Dr. Melissa Seely -Morgan, DeKalb Medical ð Hillandale Campus, Atlanta, GA  

The George Washington Hotel, Winchester, Virginia  

Apple Federal Credit Union, F airfax, Virginia  

Shenandoah Motors, Front Royal, Virginia  

Winchester Printers, Winchester, Virginia  

The Green -Men Landscape, Winchester, Virginia  

 

A Special Thank You to the FAITH Network, Woodstock, Virginia  

Ron, Melanie, Christie  

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Miss Virginia 2009, Daphne R. Mize, Shannon Beam                                 Retiring Fire & Rescue Chief Frank Wright                                                      
                           John S. Lewandowski 

 

More photos will be on the website for everyone to see and enjoy, let make next yearõs even better and 

bigger than this year. The Disabled Veterans Committee on Housing wants to sincerely thank the many 

volunteers who took time to help us make this event such a success.  We canõt begin to tell you all their 

names but they did whatever was asked of them.  Our gratitude to each of them for a job well done.                    

 
 

 
JUNE 2010  

 

 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA (June 10, 2010) Veterans at the Hunter Holmes McGuire VA 

Medical Center attended the òMental Health Awareness ó event at which they met with 

organizations whose mission is to provide needed services to our military personnel.  

Christopher L. Brown, Director, of the Greater Richmond Area of the Disabled 

Veterans Committee on Housing (DVCH) arr anged DVCH participation on June 10 

with McGuire Medical Center personnel.  We manned a table at which three DVCH 

staff handed out brochures and provided veterans with information on the services the 

DVCH offers to veterans at NO COST.     

 

 
 
The DVCH per sonnel participating in the 
dayõs activities were: Chris Brown, 
Director, DVCH Greater Richmond Area, 
and Associate Members (DVCH 

Associates were not paid or granted 
special favors /considerations  by the 

DVCH for their appearance)   Dr. Richard 
(Dick) Seely Sr, President of R. L. Seely 
Homes, LLC, Woodford, Virginia and 
Daniel S. Kern, Village Bank Mortgage, 
Richmond, Virginia  
 



 
 

 

(Left to Right) Daniel S.  Kern, Village Bank 

Mortgage  
                                                                                              
Christopher L. Brown, Director, Greater 
Richmond Area.  
 
 
 

 
There were an estimated 500 attendees at the event and over 25 different 
organizations were represented that offered a wide range of services to our veterans 
who live in the gre ater Richmond area and/or are being treated at the McGuire VA 
Hospital.  
 
 
 
 
MARTINSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA (June 11, 2010)    President of the Disabled 

Veterans Committee on Housing made a 
courtesy visit to the Director, VA Medical 
Center, Martinsburg, West V irginia, Director 

Ann R. Brown , on June 11, 2010 to ascertain 
the cooperation of the Director on issues 
dealing with allowing the Disabled Veterans 
Committee to attend and participate in event 
that are at the Medical Center so that the 
veterans can be awar e of the programs and 
items that our Committee can help them with.  
Director Brown asked about our veterans if 
they have any issues with the medical facility 
that she could address and correct as needed.  

The Director stated she is glad that we had this op portunity to meet and listen to the 
programs that we have available to our veterans in our community.  Our meeting 
lasted 30 minutes and we both will be looking forward to our next meeting possible in 
October of this year.  

 



NEW YORK, NEW YORK (June 26, 2 010)  Each and everyone has a time in their lives 
where they attend a function and let everyone see what you have become with 
yourself, and they called these special event , òCLASS REUNIONó well, Director, 
Associate Members, Dr. Richard (Dick) L. Seely Sr, a ttended his fiftieth (50th) class 
reunion of Pleasantville High School of Armonk, New York.  50 years ago he attended a  

         Dick Seely at 22                          Dick & his bride, Suzanne at 50 th  reunion ð June 2010  

 
classroom similar to the one t hat our students today still go into and with the passing 
of time and a slight change in their appearance, you get to see all the guys and gals 
that you went to the sock hops with and hanged out with at the corner, or just went to 
a movie with and boy then  you see how far you have come and say those were the 
days.  Here is Dick, when he entered the military and then one of him today with his 
bride at the reunion.  
 
 
 
STAUNTON, VIRGINIA (June 30, 2010)  COL (Ret) Francis M. (Frank) Williams   
was recently award ed a substantial grant from the Paralyzed Veterans of America 
which is assisting this courageous career officer to make his existing home more 
accessible.  The Disabled Veterans Committee on Housing (DVCH) was able to bring 
the grant opportunity to the att ention of Mr. Williams, help him apply for funding and 
then to meet the requirements of the grant.  Making the home more accessible has 
been key for Mr. Williams and his family as he is disabled with  ALS (Lou Gehrigõs 
Disease).  Mr. Williams was referred t o the Disabled Veterans Committee on Housing 
(DVCH) by Rick Corbett, Senior NSO, Roanoke PVA office who was asked by the 
veteran to identify organizations that could assist him to remodel his home.  Effective 
this date all involved in the project are proud  to report that the renovation has been 
completed and Mr. Williams is feeling that his home is now completely ready for him.  
The DVCH was committed to accomplishing the renovation as quickly as possible.  His 
wife Carol and daughter are his primary caregi vers, but all other members of the 
Williams family make sure that his needs are met when they can assist.  They are 



truly wonderful support team giving Mr. Williams so much love and understanding 
which make his life easier.  He has always been a proud pers on with a sense of pride.  

 
 

 

In the photo you see that Frank 
Williams is out on the patio with his 
grandson  
 
I am sorry to have to tell you, but 
Frank passed away  just a little over 2 
weeks after  the completion of the 

addition onto his home, we will miss 
him, he was real ly a great husband, 
father and a great friend that we will 
miss.  We salute you , FRANK 
 

 

 

The Disabled Veterans Committee on Housing is a 501(c) (3) organization that assists  
veterans identifies qualified and approved builders within the De partment of Veterans 
Affairs system.  After reviewing the list of candidate companies the veteran selects his 
or her builder.  In the case of Williamõs family, they decided on R. L. Seely Homes, LLC 
of Woodford, Virginia, and (VA Approved Builder #4177).  

Contact :  John S. Lewandowski, President/CEO, DVCH, 540 -877 -1252  

 

 

ROANOKE,  VIRGINIA (June 27, 2010)  This was the night that presented itself to the 
audience there was a close race going on, and our own Miss April Blossom 2010, 
Shannon E. Beam was in the f inals, she had already won on Thursday Night 
Preliminaries, the òSwimsuit Contestó and on Friday Night Preliminaries she was the 

òTalent Winneró, and as the night grow on the tension 
could be cut with a knife.  

Shannon has always given the very best of hers elf in 
everything the she has accomplish this year, with the 
Apple Blossom Award, spreading our news of her platform 
and attending many functions through the State of 
Virginia and now she is here to compete in the Miss 
Virginia 2010.  Well, the time has fi nally come and all are 
on the edge of their seats in the audience and the 
contestants are starting to get really nervous, and then the 
announcer start, and here it is down to Shannon Beam 
and Caitlin Uze.  Shannon was announced as this yearõs 
ò1st  Runner U pó but as in all contests, if for any reason 
the current Miss Virginia cannot meet her obligations as 
Miss Virginia for any reason then Shannon will assume 



the reign of the òMiss Virginiaó title.   Congratulations Shannon, you are a winner in 
our eyes and the Disabled Veterans Committee on Housing wanted to let you know.  

 

 

JULY 2010  

 

FAI RFAX, VI RGINIA (J uly 22,  2010 ) CHALENG Meeting cond ucted at the 
Fairfax Government Center Facilities, 12000 Government Center Parkway; 

Conference Rooms 9 and 10. by th e Washington VA Medical Center 

representat ive th at  is the Outreach C oordinator  for  Health  Care for  
Homeless, a Ms Garnet Nelson,  LCSW,LCSW-C, CHALENG 20 10 Program 
Leader and Mr. James Thur, Regional Director , Virgin ia Wounded Warr iors 

Program . Daph ne R. Mi ze, the DVCHõs Execu t ive Director , Veterans 
Outreach at tended th e meeting and repor ted th at th ey were cont inu ing to 

work on gett ing curr ent  stat ist ics on th e number of homeless veterans  in ou r  
region. The Department  of Veterans Affa irs' (VA) has found ed a  Nat ional Call 
Center  for Homeless Veterans h ot lin e to ensure th at homeless Veterans  or  

Veterans at -r isk for h omelessness h ave fr ee, 24 / 7 access to t ra ined 
counselors. The h otlin e is intended to assist  homeless Veterans and t heir  
fam il ies, VA Medical Centers, federa l, sta te and local par tners, community 

agencies, service providers and oth ers in t he commu nity. 

 
Are you a  homeless Vetera n?  The VA has founded a  Nat ional Call Center  

for Veterans who are homeless or  at r isk of becoming homeless, th at 
provides fr ee, 24 / 7 access to t ra ined counselors. Call 1-877-4AID VET (1-
877-424-3838) or Chat Live 24 hours a day,  7 days a week. 
 
 
 

LEESBURG, VIRGINIA (J ul y 29,  2010) Congressman F rank Wolf, 10th  Di st r ict 
for  the State of Virginia held h is semi-annual òJob Fai ró, at t he  Harper  Park 

Mi dd le School, 701  Potomac St at ion Dr ive, Leesburg, VA. 
 

As you k now, the work force in th e Tenth  Dist r ict is very educated and  
experienced; h owever, we st i l l h ave had many job losses over  the last year  

and a  half.  We wou ld appreciate it if your  organizat ion cou ld p ar t icipate and 
provide informa t ion as jobs th at are curr ently available.  We thought  it  might 
be of int erest to you that t he Commo nwealth  of Virginia has created a  

perma nent fu nd to be kn own as t he Sma ll B usiness J obs Grant  Fund,  to be 
managed and administered as a par t of the  Virginia Jobs Investment 

Program . 

 



 
 

 
   Congressman Frank Wolf  & Daphne R. Mize                           (left ) Ann Potocnak , Veterans Repr esentat ive for  Wolf  

 

 

 

 

WILLI AMSBURG, VI RGINIA (July 31,  2010) Well, i t was a  day if th ings coul d 
go wro ng it did,  bu t in t he end it all t u rnou t g reat,  Most  of the at tendees for  the 
Event w ill c aught in th e backup on Intersta te 64  wh ere there was b umper to 
bumper t raff ic and we had to sta rt t he program a li tt le later  and p ersons fil ming 
of the e vent didnõt arr ive on t ime due to th e traff ic issue, the ini t ial par t of the 
ceremony th at  woul d h onor the veteran wasnõt able to be on ca mera , and th at 
was t he presentat ion of the colors by th e Fort  Eustis, Virg inia Ar my Color Guard, 
the Langley AFB,  Virginia Honor Guard and the Wil liamsbu rg Field Mus ick, Fifes 
& D rum Corp pr esentation of the National Anthem, everyone th at w as involved in 
the delay finally arr ived 15  min u tes later  and  everythi ng went in to its place with 
a great ceremony to h onor LTC Ear l F.  Genti le & h is wife Ju lie, with th e 
Groundb reaking Ceremony at t he site of the new Specially Adapted Home th at 
will  be bu ilt in t he later p ar t of Au gust due to perm its  not being completed. 
Carr abbaõs I t a l i an Grill  provided a beau t ifu l b u ffet for  th e occasion.  Here are 
some of the photos for  the Event:  

 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

AUGUST 2010  

The Disabled Veterans Committee on Housing had many items in the planning 
phase, but did not h ave anything that we attended.  So unfortunately we had 

no Newslette r for your review.  

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2010  

 

We at the Disabled Veterans Committee on Housing had a very successful 

Event on September 11, 2010 here in Winchester, Virginia and here is the story 
on what happen:  
 

WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA (September  11, 2010) On this be autiful sunny 

Saturday in September, our Disabled Veterans Committee on Housing held its 
event called òHonoring 9/11 Families & Our Veteransó, from 11AM till 3PM .  

With our event as always we try to raise awareness of our programs to 
assistance veterans in to specially adapted housing that they may be eligible for 
with their service connected injuries with specific medical categories that will 

allow them to have a custom home built to meet their needs.  We never turn 
down a veteran in any request we try to a ssist them the best way that we can 

as a Committee. It was a casual dress event for all.  
 
This year we were appreciative and grateful to the Knight of Columbus Chapter 

#3572, Winchester, Virginia who prepared and served all the food for the 
Event.  

 



Our ev ent was to be honoring a family from the Pentagon that loss their Son, 
Edward Rowenhorst, on that tragic & horrific day in 2001 whereupon a 

senseless attack on American soil cost thousands their lives.  Also we were 
honoring two Marines, Lance CPL Eli Tice , who resided in Charles Town, West 

Virginia and a CPL Jeremy Stengel from Wisconsin, (had emergency at the last 
minute) both stationed in Iraq or Afghanistan regions, both were injured by 
IEDõs (Improvised Explosive Devices) each Marine was flown to Walte r Reed 

AMC, Washington DC to recover & have rehabilitation from their injuries.  
 

We also had many distinguished guests, Mr. Josh Flis and the American Street 
Rods from Manassas, Virginia, Miss Samantha Casey, Miss Virginia USA 2010, 
Miss Shannon Beam, Miss  Apple Blossom and 1 st Runner -up Miss Virginia 

2010, Michele Hutson, Face Painting for our children and veterans, and the 
Apple Capital Chorus, a unique Barbershop Quartet from Winchester, Virginia.  
 

 
A special flare to the Event was the Knights of 

Columb us Honor Guard to present the Colors to 
begin our program with Miss Beam singing the 
National Anthem followed by Mr. Edward 

Christianson, a veteran from the Battle of the 
Bulge to say our opening Invocation.    

 
 
 

 
 
The Massanutten Military Honor Guard fr om 

Woodstock, Virginia lead by CSM Sue 
Rubenstein, made our guests feel special that 

they were bringing a honor to all of the them with 
their appearance at the Event  
 

 
 
As an additional highlight to the event, we were 

able to arrange with Lance CPL Tice p arent unit, 
A Company, 1 st Battalion, 2d Marines at Camp 

Lejeune, North Carolina to have two of his closest 
friends to attend the function and surprise him, 
and they were Sgt Jacob Ferguson and CPL 

Joshua Silva of the unit.  Both Marines also 
assisted in t he presentation of the recognition 

that Lance CPL Tice received.  
 



Many dignitaries sent in letters to Lance CPL Tice from two states, West 
Virginia and Virginia from Senatorõs Jay Rockefeller and Goodwin, West 

Virginia and Senator Jim Webb and Governor Rob ert McDonnell of the State of 
Virginia.  The Committee received a letter from Governor Joe Manchin III, West 

Virginia to all that were in attendance. Also there were two letters from the US 
Marine Corps, and they were LTC M. Manning, Commander of A Company  who 
is still in Afghanistan and COL D. J. Choike, Commander Quantico Marine 

Base who was going to attend and then had to cancel.  
 

 

 
We were also honor this year to have a group of 

individualõs that make rare appearances to Event 
like this one, but they w ere honored to come and 
be here today.  The òApple Capital Chorusó 

under the guidance and toolage of Conductor 
John Westervelt.  
 

 
 

The Disabled Veterans Committee on Housing was pleased to have back one of 
own local Winchester Pageant Contestant, who 
was Miss Apple Blossom 2010 and also 1 st 

Runner -up in this year Miss Virginia 2010 
Pageant :  Miss Shannon Beam.   Along side of 

her this Event was another young lady that made 
us proud and that was Miss Virginia USA 2010, 
Miss Samantha Casey, who rearranged her  

busy schedule to attend our Event, and 
accompanying her was her Mother.   This is one of the perks that I as the 
President have, is getting my picture taken with people who feel the same as I 

do and that is our veterans deserve as much as we can thank the m and 
provided for them, it doesnõt help they are beautiful young ladies also                                                                

 
Veterans from all areas came to the event, Martinsburg VA Medical Center, 
Martinsburg, West Virginia and the Old S oldiers Home, Washington DC and we 
had three (3) local veterans, Mr. Edward Christianson , who served at the 
Battle of the Bugle, Mr. Al Mazzoli  who served in Saipan and Iwo Jima and 

Mr. John Gutter , Retired LTC, US Marine from Vietnam Era.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
Mrs. Pen ny Proctor , Staff Member to Senator John D. Rockefeller IV, Office in 

Martinsburg, West Virginia  
 

 
 
 

She came to our Event with a Letter from 
the Senator to help us honor our local US 
Marine, LanceCpl Tice  

of Charles Town, West Virginia  
 

 
 
 

 
 

As she did last year, a young cake designer 
from Maryland, Miss Amina Abdullah  offers 

her services to us and as she did last year 

made this beautiful cake for all to have with 
our Ice Cream.  The cake was cut by our 
Honor Guest, Lance CPL Eli Tice  

 
 

 
 
 

Every year tha t we at the DVCH put on an Event the size of this one when 
always have a group of people that put themselves in providing the necessary 
items needed and this year the Knights of Columbus Chapter #3572 , decided 

to help the Disabled Veterans Committee on Hou sing put on this Event, one of  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

its mission for all 4 th  Degree Knights ð Patriotism.  We cannot begin to thank 

all of the members of the Knightõs Chapter that participated as there were so 
many that came out and supported us, so the President of the DVCH wrote a 



letter to the Grand Knight of the Chapter expressing to all members his 
gratitude and appreciation for all their hard work.  

 
We have a few of the Knights workers that were reliving their military days of 

working in the chow line, they m ade sure that no one was without at the ole 
fashion picnic style buffet that was provided  

 

 
We were also surprised that we had a 
special visit from a young òSpidermanó 

whom seems a little in thought at the 
time, but we heard that he really keep 

all the ba d villains away from our 
Event and we thank him and all that 
attended.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
Out last bit of thanks goes to the Park Ranger of the Frederick County Parks & 
Recreations Department who made sure that we were enjoying ourselves but 

not causing any problems fo r others that enjoy the Jim Barnett Park facility 
each and every weekend in the Park.  We also want to salute all the many 

vendors that made our Event happen this year:  
 
Huhtamaki, Inc., (Chinet) NA, Kansas, Washington Redskins 

Organization, Virginia, Majo r League Baseball, New York, Awards for 
Anything Corporation, Virginia, Dietz & Watson Meats, Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Takeout Bags, Pennsylvania, WNA Products, Tennessee, Hatfield Meat 

Company, Pennsylvania, Fessers Foodservice Distributors, Pennsylvania, 
Plaque Makers.com, Indiana, Hershey Creamery, Virginia, H & B 

Bakeries, Virginia, Bender Hammerling Group, New Jersey, Reckitt 
Benckiser/Frenchõs Foods, New Jersey, Garberõs Ice Cream, Virginia, HP 
Hood Dairy, Virginia, Winchester Business Services, Virginia, Hom e 

Market Foods, Massachusetts, Dixie Beverage Company, Virginia, 
SegMark Corporation, Virginia, Winchester Printers, Virginia, 

Winchester Cold Storage, Virginia, Reddy Ice Plant, West Virginia and 
Valley Ice, Virginia  

 

Thank you one and all for a great Eve nt, see you at the next one.  
                         
We also have many special people and organizations that continually are there 

for our Committee and our Veterans:  
 



The Boy Scout of Troop 45, Winchester, Virginia, Members & their wives 
from the Knights  of Columbus, Chapter #3572, Miss Daphne Mize & her 

son DeRian, for always being there for me, Sgt Jacob Ferguson, USMC, 
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, Cpl Joshua Silva, USMC, Camp Lejeune, 

North Carolina, Mr. Bob Flynn ð special thanks for all you accompli shed, 
Jay Skidmore ð for your generous time you gave, Mr. Al Silva ð Our Chef 
for the Event, Winchester Fire & Rescue, Virginia  

 
 

We had two vendors of Veterans services that came to setup a table for our 

Veterans and our guests, and we want to say thank y ou for coming and hope 
that you can be at  our next event.  

 
Sharleen A. Dass, Veterans Administration, Martinsburg, West Virginia  

 
Tammy Robinson, Department of Social Security, Virginia  

 

 
 

 

OCTOBER 2010  

 

 

FRONT ROYAL, VIRGINIA (OCTOBER 9, 2010)  Our Preside nt, DVCH received 

an invitation to attend the annual òFESTIVAL OF THE LEAVESó from the 

Executive Director, Able Forces, Inc, Mr. Skip Rogers.  This annual event is the 
39th Annual Festival of Leaves in historic downtown Front Royal, VA includes 

all types o f vendors including arts and crafts, food, non -profit organizations, 
Heritage Square with historic demonstrations, living history, period music, 

museum and 18th & 19th century historic homes tours, 10 a.m. parade, live 
entertainment, etc. Hours: Sat 9 AM -6 PM.  
 

Essentially, the Festival of Leaves commemorates the arrival of fall and all the 
beautiful foliage it brings, though Saturday's sunny weather, which was perfect 

for the heritage society's 40th annual outdoor celebration in the heart of 
downtown Front  Royal, felt more like late spring. The main focus of the festival, 
however, is to try and reinvigorate interest in Warren County's rich history 

through live interpretations and tours of historic homes and outbuildings. The 
event is also used as a fundrais ing tool for the heritage society.  
 

 



 Skip Rogers and Joe Cunningham, Able Forces.org            Skip Rogers and his grandson just before the parade  
 

 

 
  Sam Tate from Nashville, TN (Poet Laureate/Songwriter)            Here we are in the parade down M ain Street 
 

We ask that if you need to have any training for a job and you are a wounded 

warrior from our current campaign, call or come by and talk with Skip or Joe 
and see what they have for you.  You wonõt regret it. 
 

 
 

PERSONAL NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT  

 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA (October 23, 2010 ):  John S. Lewandowski, our President 

is also a member of the Knights of Columbus, Father Robert O. Hickman Assembly 

#1883, Winchester, Virginia.  On this day in October he was the recipient of a great 

honor that was b estowed on him; he has been elevated to the 4 th Degree Level of the 

Knights of Columbus, there are four degrees within the Knights of Columbus. Each 
degree ceremony imparts a lesson on the Order's core virtues of Charity, Unity, 

Fraternity and Patriotism .   

 



Fourth Degree exemplification or degree ceremony imparts a lesson on the virtue of 

patriotism. The primary purpose of this degree is to foster the spirit of patriotism in 

members and the community at large and encourage active Catholic citizenship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

As we all know the President is a 22 year Vietnam veteran of the US Air Force and US 

Army , service -connected disabled veteran and started the Disabled Veterans 
Committee on Housing in 2008 as he doesnõt EVER want to have any veteran  to go 

through what he did for over three years in getting his house renovated to a 

specially adapted home due to his 100% service connected injuries.  

 

He was transported and returned by the Ride -Away Conversion Vehicle, from 

Beltsville, Maryland.   Ride -Awayõs General Manger, Sul Allyn arranged one of his 

vehicles and a driver Pedro to transport President Lewandowski to the Event.  Mr. 
Allyn when asked why he had arranged the transportation, he stated that òI did not 

want the President, DVCH on such a great day fo r him to worrying about driving 

that distance, I wanted him to relax, so I arrange this surprise for himó, It was a 

great surprise for President Lewandowski and he stated, òI am happy and proud that 

the DVCH has such a good relationship with an organizatio n such as Ride-Awayó. 

 

 

 
NOVEMBER  

 
 
WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA (November 1, 2010)  One of the many conflict the US 

participated in was the Republic of Vietnam.  The Center for Public Service and 

Scholarship, Cooley Hall  of Shenandoah University is honoring the m an 

who developed the Vietnam Veter ans Memorial in Washington, DC, Mr . Jan Scruggs 



and to thank him for his service to our country and received the National Public 

Service Award . 

 

Vietnam veteran Jan C. Scruggs acted on an idea that would define a lifelong career 

in public service.  "I just decided, look, I'm going to build a national Vietn am 

Veterans Memorial," he said.  Scruggs, the Founder and P resident of the Vietnam 

Veterans Memorial Fund, who began the push to construct the iconic memorial in 

Washington , was honored Monday at Shenandoah University's 14th annual Public 

Service Awards Banquet.  

 

The university's Center for Public Service and Scholarship gives awards each year 

for national, state, regional and local public service.  

 

Speaking at the banquet,  Scruggs focused on defining 

courage. He told the crowd that to bring an idea to life, 

personal drive is just as important as the right company.  

"Whether we succeed or fail in public service has to do a little 

bit with ourselves,"  Scruggs said, "but it has a lot to do with the 

people we surround ourselves with."  

Scruggs formed a team of academics, supportive politicians 

and others, and with the help of former U.S. Sen. John W. 

Warner, legislation was introduced in 1979 to authorize the 

wall.  

 

Scruggs' idea came to fruition in black granite in 1982 at a 

cost of less than $9 million in privately raised dollars, but the project was not without 

considerable controversy.  

"We fought a massive public relations battle over the memorial," he said. "It was 

called 'the  black gash of shame' and so on ... but we made a compromise with the 

opponents and we got it done."   He left the crowd with a definition of courage.  

"What courage does not mean is that you're not afraid," Scruggs said. " Courage gives 

you the strength to look your fears in the face and to do the things you have to do." 

 

 

 

 

The Center for Public Servi ce and Scholarship also made a 

presentation of their award to Mrs. Kate Hanley of Reston, 

Virginia, a very special honor for her was being introduced 

by her son SGT Patrick Hanley, US Army assigned toóAó 

Company, 216 th Battalion of the 4 th Infantry Brigade Combat 

Team (IBCT), 1st Infantry Division, while assigned in March 
2008 in Baghdad, Iraq was injured by a Explosively  

Formed  Projectile  (EFP) and is still rec eived care for his 

injuries that were sustained that day.  



 

Mrs. Hanley stated that she was extremely proud that her son has served his country 

with great honor and that he was able to attend and to introduce her to all persons in 

attendance as a recipient  for this great award  

 

Ms Daphne R. Mize, DVCH Executive Director, Veterans Outreach and her Escort, 

her son DeRian represented the Disabled Veterans Committee on Housing.  

 

 

 
NEW MARKET, VIRGINIA (November 8, 2010) It started out like we were going to 

have a really windy day with highs in the 50õs, but I guess when you are a Senator, 

you can dictate the weather. Senator Mark Warner hosted a luncheon for veterans at 

the New Market Battlefield State Historical Park from 12 to 1:30PM and briefs all in 

attendance with the following:  

 

 

            a. Independent contractors have stepped -up to provide help on digitizing the 

fragile paper records still used at Arlington National Cemetery to modernize the 

burial management system at our nationõs most significant military burial ground.  

These contractors, members of the non -profit Northern Virginia Technology Council, 

will soon submit recommendations to the U.S. Army on developing a more accurate 

and permanent record of who is buried where at Arlington.  

 

          b. The Department of Veterans Affairs currently is working on an internal 

overhaul of its claims processing system, but Senator Warner is not happy about 

missed goals and broken promises by VA officials. The Senator intends to use his 

role as Chair of the Senate Budget Committeeõs Government Performance Task 

Force to hold VA officials accountable for needed improvements in claims 

processing.  

 

        c. As a result of an amendment offered by Senator Warner, the VA is conducting 

a study on Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) services it currently offers, with a 

special emphasis on helping our female military veterans.    

 

         d. The Senate is close to passing Senator Warnerõs legislation that will better 

measure the performance of government programs an d cut federal spending on 

outdated or ineffective programs. Final Senate passage could occur before the end 

of the year. This effort builds on Warnerõs successful efforts while Virginia Governor 

(2002-06) to run state government more efficiently.  

 

Skip Rogers, DVCH Director, Wounded Warriors and John S. Lewandowski, DVCH 

President was in attendance, and presented questions to the Senator that was of 

importance to the veterans of the State of Virginia  

 



Skip Rogerõs asking Senator Mark Warner 

about programs that are funded by the  

government that have taken so long to get 

the funds to the organizations that were  

awarded them??? 

 

The questions was answered by Senator 

Warner, that maybe if his office could 

write a letter to the government agency to 

see what he (Senator Warner) could 

accomplish for getting the funds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the many honors that is always 

impressive at veteran events are the 

presentation of the Colors for our 

dignitaries, here we see CSM Sue 

Rubenstein, Asst Military Liaison for the 

Massanutten Military Academy School, 

Woodstock, Virginia greeting Senator 

Warner upon his arrival.  

 

 

 

 

President/CEO, DVCH asked Senator Warner if he would or can provide legislation 

to be for disabled veterans, especially those who cannot qualify for Special Ada pted 

Housing (SAH) grants and require homes that will meet their medical needs.  

President Lewandowski stated that the òArea Median Incomeó, presently set as the 

ruler for housing funds; do not allow disabled veterans that are 100% service 

connected from A gent Orange, and other medical issues that need to have their 

homes adapted to their needs or just a home that they can feel secure that it suited 

for their INDEPENDENCE. 

 

The President provided positive proof that veterans are involved in òdouble 

jeopardyó when it comes to financial program that provide down payment and 

closing cost grants to low income persons, as long as they meet the 80% limitation 

on income with no leeway for persons that have to have medical equipment in their 

homes or have someone co me in and take care of them as their medical issues 

requires so, and disabled veterans who receive VA Compensation and Social 

Security Disability DO NOT QUALIFY for assistance from these program as they have 



too much income because they fought for our coun try, received injuries that require 

they can no longer work.  

 

The President questions come down to pass legislation to provide for disabled 

veterans that the 80% area median income level be waived or eliminated for our 

veterans??   Senator Warner replied t hat members from his staff would address this 

issue and be in touch with me.   

 

The Senatorõs Staff will be contacting us on more specifics of our questions and we 

are awaiting that to come to light.  Received contact from Lou Kadiri, Veteranõs 

Representative from Senator Warnerõs, Roanoke, Virginia Office, we are setting up a 

Conference Call to the Washington DCõs Office, Veterans Representative to address 

the issues that are needed in the above stated matters. An update in next month 

Newsletter reflecting the issues discussed and what the proposals will be 

forthcoming  
 

 
WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA (November 24 , 2010)  The Disabled Veterans 

Committee on Housing and the Knights of Columbus jointly sponsored a òMeal for 

the Veteransó at their weekly Wednesday night Meal for the Homeless in our 

Communi ty.  Knights made a home delivery  to one of our veterans and I would like 

for all of you to hear his words of what it meant to him  when he talked with the 

veteran and also to be assisting the DVCH : 

 

               Yesterday afternoon I drove down I-81 at 5 mph to get to one of   
               our veterans home in Stephens City, arriving their at 1655 hrs to  
               personally deliver to her and her daughter a sumptuous meal and    
               accompanying condiments & deserts, to   include turkey, ham,  
               green beans, stuffing, mashed potatoes, gravy, and cranberry   
               sauce, olives, rum cake, and assorted cookies & pastries. 

  
  She was very appreciative of our K of C Council, you, and the DVCH, 
  for bringing some holiday cheer into their home, especially considering   
  their recent circumstances.   Our gesture genuinely meant a lot to  
  them, and they emotionally expressed that to me. 
  
  I then returned back to the K of C Hall and immersed myself in the  
  task of continuing to help dish out a lot of the above dinner meals to  
  those who came in off the streets between 4-6pm, to be once again  
  treated to our weekly "soup kitchen feast," much of which was made  
  available by your generous networking of the donation earlier in the  

   week which I picked up on our behalf from the Blue Ridge Food Bank.......... 
  
   Lastly, please see the below photo of the placards that were placed  
   throughout our K of C hall dining room yesterday afternoon for all  



   the needy to see and appreciably ponder.  Please stay in touch, and  
   let us know if you need anything else, whatsoever, from your Brother Knights. 
  
   Vivat Jesus! 
   Jay Skidmore 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA (Nov ember 19, 2010):   Disabled Veterans Committee 

on Housing join with the Knights of Columbus, Father Robert O. Hickman Assem bly 

#1883, Winchester, Virginia, to help make sure that the veterans in the Winchester 

community and their families had a great meal o n Thanksgiving.  John S. 

Lewandowski President/CEO of the Disabled Veterans Committee on Housing 

contacted the Lord Fairfax Area Food Bank, and asks them to help our veterans; they 

provided our Committee with 20 turkeys for our veteran families in the area .  The 

Knights helped with the pickup and distribution of the food items.  

 

The Disabled Veterans Committee on Housing started this project two years ago, 

with the hard times that our economy is facing, our community pulls together and 

help without question s. The Wal-Martõs in the Winchester area have been their also 

for the veterans in donating whatever the Food Banks couldnõt and also the 

Giant/Martins Food Store Corporate helps with the veterans every chance they can 

say òThank youó to our local veterans and their families for what they have done for 

all of our community. As long as we (DVCH) can help make the holidays better for 

our veterans, we will continue with this work, we know that each and every day 

there are more and more people that are being hit  by the current situation will 

change, but we will help as much as we can.  

 

Within the Knights of Columbus there are four degree s each degree imparts a lesson 
on the Order's core virtues of Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism .  Fourth 



Degree lesson is on the virtue of patriotism. The primary purpose of this degree is to 

foster the spirit of patriotism in members and the community at large and encourage 

active Catholic citizenship.  

 

The one thing that makes this so very important came from one of the veteranõs 
families as she cried when we presented her with a 20lb turkey for her family, òI 

really didnõt know what our family was going to do, as itõs been three years of 

struggle if it wasnõt for groups like the Disabled Veterans Committee on Housing 

and the Knights of Columbus, we wonõt make it, God Bless themó. 

 

Our Richmond area Disabled Veterans Committee on Housing Director, Christopher 

Brown called and stated that they picked up and passed out to the veteranõs families 

in the Richmond area and will be sending an article shortly.  I want to thank each and 

everyone that helps our veterans.  

 

We at the Committee hopes that all of our veterans were able to be provided with a 

hearty turkey and fixingõs from the different areas of Virginia as our Committee has 

expanded to cover the Southern and Eastern areas of the great State of Virginia.   

 

May your days be filled with happiness and if you ever need a hand or get an answer 

to a question then just call us at the Disabled Veterans Committee on Housing or fil l 

in the contact form on the website and we will be there to provide your answers.  

 

 

 

 
DECEMBER  

 

 

JORDAN SPRINGS, VIRGINIA (December 15, 2010)  When it comes to Christmas, 

the people at Historic Jordan Springs near Winchester, Virginia, certainly know how 

to decorate in style. Reds, greens, silver and 

gold delight the eye at every turn and one 

room even includes a life -sized statue of a 

horse. Scores of Christmas trees are set up 

throughout the facility, each with a special 

color and ornamental theme.  The history of 

Jordon Springs goes back to the early 1600õs 

when the Catawba Indians discovered two 

mineral springs which flow from the grotto at 

the base of a nearby cliff -like hill. The 

property was later made into a resort 

centering on the therapeutic and h ealing 

medicinal powers of the springs. The current 

building was built in 1893 by Edwin 



Clarendon Jordan Jr.  Jordan Springs boasts of a huge Christmas display including 75 

decorated Christmas trees. A sight you wonõt want to Miss! 

Our President/CEO receiv ed a phone call from the Marketing Department of 

Historic Jordan Springs that they were honor to have a night for the òDisabled 

Veterans Committee on Housingó on December 15, 2010 from 5 to 8PM.  John S. 

Lewandowski attended the Event and was treated to a spectacular display of 

Christmas tradition and was given a tour of the first floor festive arrangements and 

was greeted by:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Greig Aitkins                        Tonie Wallace-Aitkins                    Colt Nutter, Executive    

        Owner - CFO                                 Owner ð CEO                            Director/Event Planner 

 

Year round, Historic Jordan Springs is considered the historical crown of Virginia with the 

likes of Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson incl uded in its previous guest list. The old hotel 

is now a wedding, conference, and special event venue, the owners purchased the facility 

and surrounding land in 2001 from the Missionary Servants of the Most Holy Trinity with a 

special goal in mind to secure  and restore it as a historical site.  In speaking with Tonie 

Wallace, she has expressed this feeling to me òThe history of the building is a story all in its 

own and we want to preserve the history of the grounds, we couldnõt pass up this opportunity 

we had on 2001, we hope that we can be here for many more years and I feel that we offer a 

complete facility to those who want to partake of our hospitalityó. 

 

The first floor of the building functions as a bustling event and cultural centre and 

conference fac ility, while itõs other four levels, some of which remain untouched from 

previous occupants, provide visitors with an illusion of time travel, level by level, into the 

life of the building's history, the building covers 48,000 sq. ft.  

 

The facility and gro unds have numerous reports of spirit activity as well, but it is at 

Christmas that the building comes alive with the spirit of the season in a feast of color --a 

must-see for adults and children alike.  

 

The Historic Jordan Springs Resort is located at 1160 Jordan Springs Road, Jordan Springs, 

Virginia 22656, four miles north of Winchester. Their website is 

www.HistoricJordanSprings.com  

http://www.historicjordansprings.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

A small amount of the òMagic of Christmasó, that is displayed each year they change the color 

schemes and the rooms, donõt miss this next year, you will regret a special place in your heart. 


